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TUONG NHO 30-4-1975

Bién ¢ dau thuong ngay 30 thang 4 nam 1975, khi Sai Gon thét tha, da khién hon mot
tram ngan nguoi 101 qué huong tim ty do. Véi lan song vuot blen nay, Tong Théng Gerald
Ford d4 nhan 125,000 ngudi Viét Nam ti nan dau tién, trong s6 d6 rat nhiéu nguoi Cong
Gi4o, 200 linh muyc va 250 tu si. Lan song th hai dén Hoa Ky 13 nhitng “thuyén nhan” bét
dau tir nam 1976 t6i 1983. Sau d6 1a cac chuong trinh di dan qua ODP, Hoi Huong Con Lai
va HO. Trong nhiing thap nién ké tiép, nguoi di dan Viét Nam t6i dinh cu tai Hoa Ky qua
chuong trinh doan tu gia dinh.

Sau 50 nam, hon 2.4 triéu nguoi Viét Nam dang dinh cu trén dat nudc Hoa Ky. Trong sb
d6 hon 700,000 ngudi My goc Viét 1a Cong Gido. Dé tiép tuc truyén lai durc tin, phong tuc
va vin héa cho thé hé mai sau, cac gido xtr va cong doan Cong Giao Viét Nam da duoc thiét
lap tai Gido Hoi dia phuong. Hién nay c6 gan 300 gio xtr va cong doan. Trong sd d6 ¢ 70
gido x{r thé nhan. V& mit nhan su, c¢6 3 Giam Muc gbc Viét Nam, 1,100 linh muc, 180 Pho
té vinh vién, 650 nit tu va 250 nam tu si va ching sinh. Nhitng kh6 dau, kho khan da uén
nan va lam viig manh duc tin; qua d6 ngudi Cong Gido Viét Nam da dong gop cho Gido
Ho1 dia phuong voi nhiéu on goi, sinh hoat 16n manh cua phong trao gioi tré va cac hoi
doan.

Durc Cha Earl K. Fernandes, Giam Muc Giao Phan Columbus, Ohio va cling 1a Chu Tich
Uy Ban A Chau-Thai Binh Duong ctua Hoi Pong Giam Muc Cong Gido Hoa Ky chia sé:
“Sw hién dién cua cac gido st va tin hitu Cong Gidao Viét Nam tai Hoa Ky la mot phuc lanh
cho Giao Hoi.” (1)

Ptic Hong Y Christophe Pierre, Stt Than Toa Thanh tai Hoa Ky, bay t6 1ong cam phuc
nguoi Cong Giao Viét Nam tai Hoa Ky vi ho “da dong gop cho viéc rao giang dirc tin bang
cudc song chimg nhdn va kinh nghiém cia mét dan téc... Ho biét rdt ré nhiing phan ddu
cua nguoi di dan va cua nhitng kho khan, tro ngai ngon ngir, nhu’ng ho van kién tri.” ......

“Cam nghiém nay da lam phong phi Gido Hoi tai Hoa Ky, boi vi nguoi Cong Gido Viét
Nam khong chi hleu dikc tin nhw la mét bé tin Iy hay coi @6 nhw la sir hién nhién. Dirc Tin
khéng chi dwoc song nhw la mot nghi 1é hay quan niém, nhung la mot thuc tai song dong.”
(Pai Hoi Hanh Trinh Emmaus 8, Orange County, California) (2)

Trong gidy phut tuéng niém 50 nidm, xin chan thanh cam on cac qubc gia va dan toc da
mo rong vong tay don nhén, cho che va nang d6 nhiing nguoi ti nan va di dan Viét Nam, gitup
ho khéi dau cude séng moi trong binh an, va duge co hdi dong gop vao nén thinh vuong
chung cua dat nudc ma ho da chon lam qué huong thir hai ctia minh. Cach dic biét xin cam
on Gio Hoi Hoa Ky va Hoi Pong Giam Muc Cong Gido Hoa Ky, qua Catholic Charities



clng cac to chirc thién nguyén va an nhan, da don nhan va nang do nguoi ti nan Viét Nam
dugc dinh cu va sdng dirc tin trén dat nude nay.

Xin thip nén huong 1ong dé tudng nhé dén cac chién si dé hy sinh vi to qubc va Iy tudong
tu do. Chung ta cling nhd dén quy dong bao da tir nan trén hanh trinh vuot bién va vuot
bién dé tim ty do. Xin Chua ban cho ho vinh phtic Nudc Troi cung véi Buc Kité Phuc Sinh.

Chung ta cing hudng vé qué huong Viét Nam véi 10i cau nguyén chan thanh. Xin cho
qué huong dugc thai binh, thinh virong va con dan nudc Vi¢t dugc huong su tu do dich thuc
trong cong binh, sy that va bac 4i. Ching ta ciing tri an dén Gido Hoi Viét Nam di truyén
dat niém tin kién cuong cho chung ta dé gid ddy chung ta tiép tuc séng va phat trién trén dt
nudc Hoa Ky nay.

Trong 50 nim qua, wdc mudn tim tu do cua nhitng ngudi ti nan, v4i nhiéu gian nan va
kho khan, gio day da nd hoa trong cudc song an vui va nhiéu thanh cong. Ho chinh 1a nhiing
nhan ching ctia niém hy vong khi mimg Nam Thanh Hy Vong 2025 nay.

Xin Thién Chiia, qua 10i chuyén cau caa Thanh Mau La Vang, Thanh Giuse, Bon Mang
Gido Hoi Viét Nam cung Cac Thanh Tt Pao Viét Nam, ban muoén on phtic va phu tri cho
thé gioi, cho Gido Hoi, va cho tat ca ching ta!

Lién Poan Cong Giao Viét Nam tai Hoa Ky

(1) “The presence of Vietnamese Catholic clergy and members of the lay faithful in the
United States has been a great blessing to the Church.”

(2) Vietnamese American Catholics contribute to evangelization through their personal
witness and experience as a people. ...... They know well the struggles of being
immigrants and of linguistic difficulties, and yet they persevere. ...... This experience
can enrich the Church in the United States, because among Vietnamese Catholics do
not understand faith as merely a set of teachings or view it as something to be taken
for granted. Faith is not lived as something purely formal or abstract; it is a lived

reality. (Address at the Eigth Biennial Vietnamese Priests Convocation, Orange, California,
October 19, 2019)



